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NEW YORK – Empire State Development today awarded NoVo Foundation, in 
collaboration with Goren Group, rights to restore and redevelop the former Bayview 
Correctional Facility, located at 550 West 20th Street, New York, into The Women’s 
Building. The medium-security women’s prison will be reclaimed by girls’ and women’s 
rights groups working to create a world free from violence, poverty, and injustice. The 
Women’s Building will serve as a hub for the women’s movement, service providers, 
and the community. 

“The Women’s Building will demonstrate what’s possible when the potential of girls 
and women is nurtured rather than locked away. A physical home for the women’s 
rights movement, in a city that already serves as a global hub for advocates, activists, 
community leaders, service providers, and policymakers, could be a model for the 
world,” said Jennifer Buffett, co-president of NoVo Foundation. “The 
metamorphosis will create a place where organizations advocating for the rights of 
girls and women can pool resources, share ideas, and strengthen connections with 
one another.” 

NoVo Foundation plans to turn the former women’s prison into a space where 
organizations helping women and girls have the support and resources they need, 
including gallery space for public meetings, and organizational support services for 
women’s rights groups. It has entered into a long-term lease for the space, paying 
an initial base rent of $3.5 million per year. 

“We hear time and time again from women’s organizations that they are struggling to 
keep the lights on, to connect with peer organizations, and to maintain their services 
for communities,” said Pamela Shifman, executive director of NoVo Foundation. “A 
building with shared resources will go a long way toward enabling these organizations 
to work together to make change in New York City and beyond. We hope the building 
can be a living model of the values we hold dear: collaboration and partnership, 
equality and fairness.” 

Ai-jen Poo, director of the National Domestic Workers Alliance, added, “The Women’s 
Building will ensure the sustainability and longevity of the housed organizations and, 
subsequently, the very broad networks and deep communities they support. These 
organizations will contribute to a living model of collective values and make 
groundbreaking work possible.” 

Goren Group, a woman-owned and operated real estate development and investment 
company, will be developing the property on behalf of NoVo Foundation. The building 
was originally designed in 1931 as a YMCA for merchant sailors and is characterized by 
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its distinctive masonry work, terra cotta detailing, and nautical references. Goren 
Group will work closely with New York’s State Historic Preservation Office to preserve 
and restore historical elements of the building. 

 
Lela Goren, founder and president of Goren Group, articulated, “The vision for this 
building is unique in its global purview, values, mission, and operations. Housing what 
we refer to as ‘The Women’s Building’ in a former women’s correctional facility will 
make a profound statement about where New York State has come from and what it 
and its citizens aspire to achieve. Women’s rights organizations have practical needs 
and inspirational needs, and this adaptive re-use project will provide all of that for 
them. This historic rehabilitation will shape the next chapter of this building’s 
history.” 

 
Gloria Steinem, author and feminist activist, is one of the project’s many supporters. 
“I’ve known personally since the mid-1970s – and I heard even earlier – about the 
need and hope for a women’s building in New York City,” said Steinem. “Now, there is 
even more need because of high rent and operating costs here, and more hope 
because we've seen how much such buildings benefit other cities. New York has the 
greatest need because it receives so many women leaders from other states, other 
countries, other continents, yet they have no central place to visit – this building will 
unite them.” 

 
NoVo Foundation and Goren Group plan to start development activities as soon 
as possible and are committed to using union labor throughout the 
redevelopment process. 

 

“This vision goes beyond sharing resources and physical proximity to other groups,” 
said Peter Buffett, co-president of NoVo Foundation. “NoVo Foundation acts from the 
original meaning of philanthropy: the love of humanity. We seek to create conditions 
where mutual respect, collaboration, and civic participation inevitably arise. 
Transforming the former Bayview Correctional Facility to a home for those creating 
justice and equality will do just that. We believe it will bring so much good to our city 
and our world.” 
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ABOUT NOVO FOUNDATION 
The NoVo Foundation is dedicated to building a more just and balanced world. Founded in 2006 by Jennifer and Peter Buffett, NoVo 
has become one of the largest private foundations in the world to support initiatives focused explicitly on girls and women. It also works 
to advance social and emotional learning and promote local living economies. Across all of its work, the NoVo Foundation supports the 
development of capacities in people—individually and collectively—to help create a world based on mutual respect, collaboration, 
and love. 

 

ABOUT GOREN GROUP 
Goren Group is a registered WBE woman-owned and operated real estate development and investment company devoted to making 
buildings that create change and foster community. Founded in 2007 by Lela Goren, Goren Group develops complex, significant and 
historic buildings with entrepreneurial finesse and an unwavering commitment to social engagement. 


